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good  state  of  preparation  for  it,  while  companies  of  a  lower 
grade  of  intelligence  required  prolonged  drill. 

Yours  very  truly,  Rev.  A.  P.  Peabody,  D.D. 

Cambridye,  Bee.  26,  1878. 


MILITARY  DRILL  US'  SCHOOLS. 
[The  following  letters  were  addressed  to  Xath'l  T.  Allen,  to 
be  read  at  the  discussion  of  the  Military  Drill  question  before 
the  Mass.  Teachers'  Association,  Dec.  27,  1878.] 

FROM   JOHN   G.    WHITTIEB. 

My  Bear  Friend  : 

I  earnestly  hope  that  the  decision  of  the  Association  may  be 
decidedly  against  this  useless  and,  to  a  very  large  class  of  the 
community,  highly  objectionable  feature.  We  are  still  suffer- 
ing from  the  effects  of  the  development  of  the  war  spirit,  in 
the  cheapening  of  human  life  and  the  reckless  use  of  deadly 
weapons.  God  forbid  that  we  should  continue  to  foster  it. 
Thy  friend,  John  G.  Whittieb. 

Oak  Knoll,  Banvers,  12  Mo.  18th,  1878! 


FfiOM   WM.    LLOYD   GABBISON. 

My  Dear  Friend  : 

It  affords  me  much  gratification  to  learn  that  the  question 
of  military  drill  in  our  public  schools  is  to  be  discussed  at  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  Massachusetts  Teachers'  Association, 
at  Worcester,  on  the  27th  inst. ;  because  I  feeijjconfideiit  that 
the  verdict  of  the  Association  will  be  emphatically  expressed 
both  against  the  propriety  and  the  utility  of  such  an  enforce- 
ment. The  attempt  made  some  time  ago  to  subject  every  lad 
of  fourteen  years  and  upward  to  be  thus  drilled  in  schools 
aforesaid  throughout  the  Commonwealth,  by  an  enactment  of 
the  legislature,  having  been  defeated,  the  local  authorities  in 
Boston,  and  some  other  cities,  have  undertaken  to  make 
this  a  compulsory  part  of  the  common-school  system  within 
their  limits;  and  if  this  abuse  of  official  trust  and  perversion 
of  the  specific  object  of  educational  training  be  allowed 
to  go  unrebuked,  the  bad  example  may  lead  to  making 
that  general  and  uniform  in  every  part  of  the  Commonwealth 
which  is  now  exceptional  and  limited,  and  which  ought  not  to 
be  tolerated  in  any  instance. 

The  plea  that  is  made  in  behalf  of  compulsory  drilling,  that 
it  will  prove  advantageous  to  the  physical  development  of  the 
pupils,  is  not  even  plausible,  because  it  is  an  assumption 
that  there  is  no  other  method  of  exercise  that  can  be  resorted 
to  with  equal  benefit;  whereas  it  is  not  comparable  to  any 
well-regulated  system  of  gymnastics,  which  would  certainly 
not  violate  any  conscientious  scruples,  and  which  would  un- 
questionably commend  itself  to  general  approval.  Besides, 
the  physical  advantage  of  the  military  drill  sinks  into  insignifi- 
cance in  comparison  with  the  demoralization  which  is  insep- 
arable from  thus  imbuing  the  youthful  mind  with  warlike 
feelings  and  sentiments.  Instead  of  "  studying  the  things 
that  make  for  peace,"  it  is  a  subtle  and  pregnant  device 
to  cultivate  that  spirit  of  ambition,  unforgiveness,  and 
bloody  retaliation  which  from  time  immemorial  has  caused 
nation  to  lift  up  sword  against  nation,  and  slain  millions  upon 
millions  of  the  human  race. 

But,  aside  from  the  question  of  peace  or  war,  our  common- 
school  system  is  supported  by  a  common  tax,  and  nothing  ex- 
traneous to  its  well-defined  and  universally-approved  objects 
of  instruction  should  be  enforced  upon  it,  especially  when 
coming  directly  and  needlessly  in  conflict  with  the  conscien- 
tious scruples  of  a  very  considerable  portion  of  the  people. 
Yours  for  a  just  discrimination, 
Boston,  Bee.  25,  1878.  Wm.  Lloyd  Gabbison. 


FROM   BEV.    DB.    A.    P.    PEABODY. 

My  Bear  Sir  : 

I  fully  agree  with  you  in  opinion  as  to  military  drill  in 
schools  and  colleges.  I  have  steadily  opposed  its  introduction 
into  Harvard  College,  and  have,  as  chairman  of  the  high- 
school  committee  of  Cambridge,  successfully  resisted  several 
earnest  attempts  to  establish  it  in  that  school.  I  object  to  it 
on  physical  grounds.  The  drill  is  too  severe  an  exercise  for  a 
pretty  large  minority  of  boys  of  what  is  deemed  the  suitable 
age;  an  undue  strain  upon  the  physical  powers  of  a  growing 
boy  inflicts  an  irreparable  injury.  No  system  of  gymnastics  or 
bodily  exercise  which  is  incapable  of  adaptation  to  a  very  wide 
diversity  of  constitutional  vigor,  should  ever  be  introduced 
into  a  school.  I  object  to  the  military  drill  in  schools  and  col- 
leges on  moral  grounds.  We  do  not  want  our  scholars  to  per- 
form unmeaning  acts,  or  significant  acts  of  which  they  do 
not  know  the  meaning.  Military  drill  means  neither  more  nor 
less  than  training  in  the  art  and  science  of  human  butchery. 
An  intelligent  boy  knows  this,  and  his  associations  with  the 
drill  cannot  but  be  sanguinary;  a  boy  who  plays  with  guns  can 
hardly  be  otherwise  than  familiar  with  the  idea  of  shooting 
men.  Our  daily  papers  have  in  their  every  issue  several  cases 
of  murder  by  fire-arms.  Is  not  this  due  in  part  to  the  famil- 
iarity with  the  use  of  fire-arms  created  by  our  late  war  ? 

When  there  shall  be  real  need  for  the  use  of  arms,  the 
experience  of  the  late  war  has  shown  that,  for  intel- 
ligent soldiers,  there  is  no  need  of  elaborate  preparation 
by  drill.  The  young  men  who  went  into  the  armv 
from  our  colleges  were,  as  officers,  drilling  recruits  within 
a  few  weeks  of  leaving  college,  and  it  was  admitted  that 
regiments  of   intelligent  volunteers  went  into  the  war  In   a  ' 
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